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As the academic year comes to a close, I have lots of news – about student projects, student 
organizations, and department staffing – to share with the AzSCE community.   
 
We finished the semester off with our annual (15th year) Celebration of Undergraduate Research 
and Design Symposium where our seniors showcase the results of their year-long capstone 
design projects.  Teams of students tackle a variety real civil and environmental engineering 
projects that are sponsored by real clients, and each team receives technical mentoring from, 
typically, members of our departmental advisor board.  In addition, each project is evaluated by a 
team of external experts.  The CENE hosted thirteen projects this year including:  
 

·  Arsenic Treatment Options, Hopi Water Resources program, Sponsor:  Hopi Water 
Resources 

·  Atmospheric Visibility in the Grand Canyon, Sponsor:  Grand Canyon National Park 
·  Bridge-Type Culvert, Red Lake Wash, Sponsor: Coconino County  
·  Bridge-Type Culvert, Government Prairie, Sponsor: Coconino County  
·  NAU Steel Bridge, Sponsor:  Schuff Steel and CENE Department  
·  NAU ASCE Concrete Canoe, Sponsor:  AEC and CENE Department 
·  McConnell Drive Pedestrian Bridge, Sponsor:  NAU Capital Assets 
·  Continental Country Club Land Development, Sponsor:  Continental Country Club 
·  Yua, Ghana Water Plaza, Sponsor:  NAU Engineers Without Borders 
·  Wind Canyon stream Stabilization, Sponsor:  Freeport McMoRan 
·  Channel Protection and Restoration, Sponsor:  Yavapai County 
·  Rte 66/Flag Ranch Rd Intersection Redesign, Sponsor:  Coconino County 
·  Cosnino Road Improvement & Realignment, Sponsor:  Coconino County 

 
We are already beginning to identify projects for next year.  If you have one that you’d like to 
sponsor, please contact our lead instructor, Dr. Josh Hewes, with your ideas.  His phone is (928) 
523-1478 and his email is Joshua.Hewes@nau.edu.  
 
The NAU Chapter of ASCE sent forty students (see the enclosed picture) to the ASCE Pacific 
Southwest Regional Conference in early April.  For the second year running, our environmental 
team took first place in their competition.  The steel bridge competition was fraught with 
problems because testing was completed on a sloping parking lot, affecting the deflection 
responses of the majority of bridges.  Even though our canoe broke in transit, our students made 
good use of every engineer’s best friend  -  duct tape -  and were able to paddle away with a 
couple of race victories.  The chapter’s website is http://nauasce.org/  
 
 



 
EWB-NAU has been extraordinarily busy this past school year. Seven members along with 
adviser Paul Trotta will be traveling to Ghana in early June for the Yua Development Project 
Phase II: Project implementation.  The team will be installing a solar powered water provision 
system to this community of 3000, and installing solar power for lights and laptops at the junior 
high school.  Other EWB-NAU activities this year included:  
 

·  Phase I of the Terapa project across the border in Mexico – a sizeable structure to house 
fossils and scientist’s tools for paleontological finds, 

·  Data Gathering Phase of the Dakini Valley irrigation design project, 
·  Host of the first Mountain Region EWB workshop, and 
·  Presenter at the EWB USA International conference on “Forming Strong relationships in 

EWB Projects”.   
 

The EWB-NAU web site is http://ewb-nau.org/ 
 
Finally, faculty changes…it is with sadness that I announce that Professor Gene Loverich is 
retiring effective this May after 29 years of service to NAU and our students. Many of you have 
had Gene as an instructor and I encourage you to send him a note wishing him well as he 
embarks upon retirement.  His email is Eugene.Loverich@nau.edu.  We are going to miss Gene; 
his standard of care to our students and to NAU has helped to set our students and department 
apart!  
 
I am changing roles here at NAU and am moving to the dean's office as a full-time Associate 
Dean of Academic Affairs in the College of Engineering and Natural Sciences.  I’ll no longer be 
sending in postings to this newsletter as they relate to the department, but I will occasionally 
send in an article about ASCE’s Policy 465 (e.g. the B + M/30) and BOK initiatives.  I’m 
currently serving on a board level committee at ASCE on this and have many thoughts and 
information to share with you all.  So, although I’ll be gone from these pages in my role as chair, 
I’ll still be around! 
 
Similarly, I’m pleased to introduce to you the department’s new chair – Dr. Willie Odem.  Dr. 
Odem is an environmental engineer whose primary research is in river and stream restoration.  
Willie’s email is Wilbert.Odem@nau.edu if you want to contact him.  
 


